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see them, those who are escorting the sick person
nearly kill themselves making signs and gestures
that all must retreat and go indoors.

The sick woman having returned to the cabins,
she begins to relate her troubles in a plaintive and
languishing voice, giving the rest to understand that
her recovery depends upon the satisfaction of her last
desire, of which she proposes the Riddle. Each one
straightway applies himself to ascertain its solution,
and at the same time they throw to the sick woman
whatever they imagine it may be, as we have just
stated.

Those who are attending the sick woman collect
all these things and go out burdened with kettles,
pots, skins, robes, blankets, cloaks, necklaces, belts,
leggings, shoes, corn, fish,—in short, everything
that is used by the Savages, and which they have
been able to think of, to attain the satisfaction of the
sick woman'’s desire.

These appear, and not without good cause, to eyes
illumined by the light of faith, as veritable trophies
of Satan,— or, rather, a thorough ceremony [153] of
faith and homage that these peoples render to him
whom they recognize as their sovereign master and
Lord, upon whom they consider that all their happi-
ness or unhappiness depends.

Finally, the patient does so much, and gives so
many and such hints as to the explanation of her Rid-
dle, that her answer is found; and at once there is
a general outcry and rejoicing of all the people, who
everywhere strike against the bark walls,— which is
only by way of congratulations offered her, and, on
her part, of thanks for the health she has recovered.
She returns, for this purpose, a third time through



